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The Kennedy-Northsea Wedding of 1944 

 

The year after he graduated (January 1941) George Albin Northsea went back to an event at East High 

School in Rockford, Illinois. It was his 19th birthday, 15 April 1942; and on that night he received a 

present that has been a gift to us all for the last 71 years. He met for the first time Elizabeth Ann 

Kennedy.  

 
East High School, Rockford Illinois 

Elizabeth, attending the same event, was a junior at Harlem Consolidated High School in Rockford. She 

was one-fourth of her way into her 16th year and somehow knew this was the man of her dreams. 

 

 
A Young Handsome George                         A Young Beautiful Elizabeth 
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Whatever her dreams she knew she had to finish high school and in spite of his plans George knew that 

world events in the guise of World War II were going to interrupt the young couples romance. The 

couple dated, but George knew he would be entering military service. He had tried to enlist in December 

of 1941 but his father would not sign the papers.   

Elizabeth returned to school as a senior in September. She did what Seniors do to get ready for 

graduation, but her mind was on George, dating him, and riding in his 1932 Ford V-8 that he had bought 

with money saved from a job delivering pies. 

 

 
Elizabeth Kennedy Senior Picture 

 

George worked as an apprentice electrician at Atwood Vacuum Machine Company. He  registered for 

the draft with selective service on 29 June 1942, but did not wait for the call. History was call enough for 

him. As it became apparent most young men would be drafted, Albin finally signed the papers and 

George enlisted in the United States Army Air Corp in December 1942. He was impatient and somewhat 

disappointed that he was not called to service until 18 February 1943. History was call enough for him. 

 
George reported for duty in December of 1942 to Chennault Field in Louisiana. He had his heart set on 

being a pilot. However, he was to face the obstacle of evaluation and medical tests.  His amblyopia 

(wandering eye), a condition then untreatable, caused his eyes to switch between each other rather 

than working together as a pair. The lack of depth perception this condition caused had never been a 

problem for young George, but the medical staff felt it would be a danger if he were a pilot.  
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The medical people stamped his papers "500" meaning "ground duty only." In George's words, "I was a 

disappointed young man." 

George wanted to fly and Interestingly enough the powers that be felt his vision would not be a problem 

if he were a gunner, so determined to fly, George enrolled in gunnery school. He was shipped out to 

gunnery school in Laredo, Texas at Laredo Army Airfield, a facility which instructed recruits in aerial 

gunnery during World War II. George was trained on the .50 and .30 caliber Browning guns and their 

platforms for B-17's  and the B-24 Liberator Bomber where he would eventually be assigned as a nose 

gunner. 

 

   
Most Training was Done on the Ground           B-24 Liberator Nose Turret 

 

Liz continued her studies at Harlem Consolidated and graduated in June of 1943. 

 
Harlem Consolidated  
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The Young Graduate 

After graduation Elizabeth, like many young women of this era, began to contribute to the War effort. 

She went to work in the Office of the Resident Inspector of Naval Material.  

Meanwhile George is finishing his training and knows he will be sent overseas. He wanted to lock in his 

sweetheart before he left so he bought an engagement ring. The newspaper says he received his army 

air corps gunners wings at the end of the first week in September of 1943 and received a furlough 

before he was to report to Salt Lake City for further training.  George's own account is somewhat 

different than reported in the newspaper.  He says after Laredo, he was sent to Pueblo Colorado for a 

more weeks of training and was assigned as a member of a crew for a B-24 Liberator Bomber, 10 

members to a crew. George and the crew were then transferred Westover Field near Springfield, 

Massachusetts to be assigned a plane of their own. The mission of Westover was to organize and 

provide initial training to new combat units. Pilots, navigators, bombardiers, flexible gunners and other 

aircrew would arrive and be assigned to newly-organized squadrons and groups. Newly-manufactured 

B-17 Flying Fortress, B-24 Liberator heavy bombers and P-47 Thunderbolt fighters and other aircraft 

would be ferried to Westover and be assigned to the newly-formed units to begin their first phase of 

combat group training. After the personnel were assigned to aircraft as aircrews and squadrons, the 

airmen's training consisted of aircraft familiarity, formation flying and other basic skills. Once trained he 

was denied furlough, but got a three day pass to come back to Rockford to "see his family and 

girlfriend." 
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On Wednesday 8 September 1943, Private First Class George arrived at 819 River Lane in Loves Park 

Illinois where Elizabeth was living with her parents and asked her to be his bride. She of course said yes 

with feelings best expressed in a poem in their wedding memorial book: 

"I heard all nature start to sing, 

The leaves whispered enchantingly 

And silver bells began to ring 

Because you were engaged to me." 

Soon after the betrothal announcement appeared in the newspaper along with a wonderful picture of 

Elizabeth. 
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The crew was shipped out from Westover to Homestead Airbase in Florida, then to a base in Brazil, then 

to a base in Africa, and then to their base in Italy. Once there the crew began to fly missions 

immediately.  George would eventually talk about his war experiences many years later and described 

the targets primarily as oil fields. 

 
Elizabeth Pasted This Picture in Her Scrapbook of That Period 

 

Elizabeth kept an extensive scrapbook during the time of George's war mission and we will further 

explore all that time frame at a future date. Briefly, George describes his war experience in Italy. We will 

include that excerpt here. 

" We would usually fly three days in a row, one day off then three days again. It seemed that they had a 

shortage of gunners so I would fly with another crew on my day off so I got my missions in fast. We 

could go home after 50 missions. Some missions were considered double. [Because of their length and 

danger.]  I always volunteered for them when I could. I flew a total of 35 sorties. I was sent to Naples to 

get a ship to the USA." 

A newspaper account quotes George, "Ploesti Romania [oil fields, probably the Xenia refinery] with its 

flak and fighters was my toughest mission. Flak was so thick up there you could walk on it. It bounced off 

our plane just like hail on a tin roof. Somehow we waded through everything the Germans had and laid 

our eggs on the target. Smoke and flames rose to 10,000 feet. We could see it more than 100 miles after 

we left." We can only try to understand the feelings of the young bride-to-be as she pasted clips like 

these into her scrapbook. 
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We hope she knew of George's strategy to get in his 50 missions and get home fast. It would have been 

some small comfort. But fate would hold George up a bit. When he arrived in Naples the harbor was full 

of ships waiting for the invasion of Southern France which was August 15, 1944. The next day George 

was loaded on a troop transport and sent to the USA. George was taken from New York to New Jersey 

and then immediately sent to Fort Sheridan near Chicago where he was processed, given a 30 day 

furlough, and went home to Rockford. 

As soon as he got back to Rockford Elizabeth Kennedy and George Northsea were married in as he 

describes it, "a large church wedding." 

It would be large because many invitations like the one below were sent out by Elizabeth. 

 

 
 

While George was travelling, Elizabeth gathered her trousseau. It included a light green suit, green hat, 

brown shoes and gloves. The list goes on as she names her different outfit: soldier blue dress, black 

shoes, black hat and gloves; black chiffon dress, brown Chesterfield coat, black suit, white nighty, floral 

chiffon nighty and negligee, blue mules, brown gabardine Bruncht  coat, striped pajamas, white shirt-

waist blouse, brown dickey, bras, panties and hose, red and white dressmaker suit, white dickey, 

hankies, loafers, blue (light) dress, light blue dress with studs, brown pin-stripe dress, and black sandals. 

We find no such list for George. Maybe he was just going to wear GI issue and did not need a list.   

Then of course there was the wedding dress which Elizabeth describes as "Chantilly lace and white 

satin." Her sentiments about her wedding gown were expressed in a poem in her wedding book: 

"Though simple be my raiment, 

Or spun from silver fine, 

Such threads a band of endless love, 

Wound round this heart of mine." 
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Elizabeth in Chantilly Lace and White Satin 
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In her wedding book Elizabeth included pictures of the bride and groom: 

 
 

And of course, what's a wedding without a Bridal Party (for you younger folks - the people in the 

wedding, a supporting cast for our two stars above). 

Backing Up the Bride: Maid of Honor - Helen Cole (Elizabeth's Aunt); Matron of Honor - Mrs Earl 

Northsea (Lucille - Earl is George's Cousin), Bridesmaids: Miss Bonnie Davis, Miss Pearl Northsea 

(George's Sister); Miss Grace Turney, Miss Mary Lou Kennedy (Elizabeth's younger sister); Miss Barbara 

Jean Kennedy (Elizabeth's Youngest Sister) ; Flower Girl -  Janice Sue Fosse (George's Niece).  

Backing up the Groom: Best Man : Richard Myrland (George's long time friend), Ushers were Lt. Leo 

Borden, Harold Olson, Reinhold Nelson (George's Cousin), and August Fosse (George' brother-in-Law). 
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Inside Central Christian Church 

 
Back Row (l. to r.) Bonnie Davis, Lucille Northsea, Helen Cole, Elizabeth Kennedy, George Northsea, 

Richard Myrland, August Fosse, Reinhold Nelson, Harold Olson, Lt. Leo Borden. Front Row (l. to r.) Pearl 

Northsea, Mary Lou Kennedy Janis Sue Fosse, Barbara Jean Kennedy, Grace Turney. 

 

 
The Marriage Ceremony  
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Mr. and Mrs. Northsea  

The Newspapers Tell the Story 
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The Cake                          A "Happy Bride" 
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Guests 

 

Mr and Mrs Duane Leslin Mr Klabert Fosse Pvt. Jim Fosse 
Mr. Edward Fosse Mr and Mrs Einar Lind & Arnold Mr and Mrs Lawrence Bartlett 
Mis Vera Carlson Mr and Mrs Alfred Engstrom Mr and Mrs Herman Bried 
Mr and Mrs Victor Carlson Mr and Mrs Oliver Holmes Mr and Mrs Steven Northsea 
Miss Lillian Parrovechio Mr and Mrs Reinhold Nelson Mrs Svea Ling 
Mr and Mrs Evans Fosse Mr and Mrs August Fosse Mr and Mrs D F Kennedy 
Mr and Mrs Joe Johnson Mr and Mrs R G Myrland Mr and Mrs Byron Mabie 
Mr and MrsCharles walter Mr and Mrs Lewis Stutsman Mr and Mrs J Fucick 
Lt. Leo Borden Miss Hazel Larsen Miss Audrey Davis 
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Miss Jeanne Garman Miss Edythe Morris Miss Ella Kinberg 
Miss Merilyn Wright Mrs Turney Miss Dorothy Jenkins 
Miss Evelyn Loffelmacher Miss Ruth Lindall Miss Pauline Treder 
Miss Betty Haugen Miss Mary McKern Miss Maxine Cedarwall 
Mr and Mrs Adams Mr and Mrs Parker Mr and Mrs Baley 
Mrs Ruth Dixon Mr and Mrs Henry Atchinson Mr and Mrs Lloyd Clark 
Mr and Mrs Elmer Eklof Mr and Mrs Homer Lee Mr and Mrs Lloyd Rothwell 
Mr and Mrs Fredrickson Mr and Mrs John Kennedy Mr and Mrs Harold Best 
Mr and Mrs Earl Kennedy Mr and Mrs George Kirchman Miss Bonnie Beezly 
Mis Virginia Olson Mr and Mrs Floyd Spearing Mr and Mrs John Peterson 
Mrs Edna Bugley Mr and Mrs Phil Laird Mrs Hanchette 
Mr and Mrs Granberg Mrs Allie Weston Mrs Boole Archibald 
Sgt Geo E Williams Mr and Mrs Frank Kennedy Mrs Stephens 
Mr and Mrs Baie Miss Shirley Thorsen Mr and Mrs Gerald Thorberg 
Pvt Bob Nelson Mrs Harold Applequist Mrs James Gaddis 
Mrs Slaggett Mr and Mrs P J Haldeman Miss Sara Ritchel 
Mr and Mrs Dave Lawton R J N M Office Mr and Mrs Richard Myrland 
Mr and Mrs Geo Williams Mrs Francis Gardner Mrs Lyle Morris 
Mr Jack Kirchman Mr and Mrs Clarence Pearson Miss Alma Ganberg 
Mr & Mrs Charles Poffenberger Mr and Mrs Ray Kruger Mr and Mrs J H Duffield 
 Mr and Mrs P A Porter Mrs Lucille Kammerstrand Mr and Mrs Kenneth Brown 
Mr and Mrs Frank Wood Mrs Mary Howe Mr and Mrs Harold Ellis 
Miss Mary wendolyn Thome Mr and Mrs Elmer peterson Mr and Mrs Fredd Willson 
Mr and Mrs James Wise Mrs Tukla Johnson Mr and Mrs Carl Magnusan 
Mr and Mrs Axel Johnson   

   

 
The Gifts 

Elizabeth lists the gifts and givers in her own hand on the next page. 
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The Honeymoon 

 

On the evening of 16 September 1944, Mr. and Mrs. Northsea stopped at the Fox Hotel in Elgin, Illinois 

for their first night together. The young couple rose the next morning and continued on to Chicago 

where they checked into the St. Claire Hotel where they stayed Sunday the 17th of September through 

Wednesday night the  20th  of September. 

The young couple went dining several nights. They also went to see three musicals - 'Oklahoma," "Kiss 

and Tell," and Ramshackle Inn." The two also saw several movies, among them "Casanova Brown," Two 

Girls and a Sailor," "Dragon Seed." and "I Love a Soldier." On the 21st, after checking out of the, Hotel 

the couple returned to Rockford, stopping along the way at Lake Geneva for a "very, very cold swim." 

 

 
The Honeymooners at Lake Geneva 

 

The couple then went home to their rented house in Belleview, Illinois. George was assigned to  Scott 

Field in Belleview where he underwent further training by attending radio operators school. 
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A Final Clipping 

 
 

There is a slight discrepancy in what was reported to be going to happen and what actually happened. 

George was to report to Miami Beach and he could bring his wife with him. However, he received a 

telegram saying that due to crowded conditions at the hotel he could not bring his wife. His 

disappointment was only intensified when he arrived and they asked where his wife was. He called it a 

"typical army goof up".  Instead of staying the full time in Miami he pushed his training and returned to 

Belleview and Scott Field after two weeks. But the Miami trip always remained with him and years later 

he would move his family to Florida (1960). 

  


